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(b) When emergency repairs or alter-
ations have been made as permitted 
under paragraph (a) of this section, the 
master, owner, or operator must notify 
this OCMI as soon as practicable after 
the emergency. 

(c) Except as provided by paragraphs 
(b) and (e) of this section, drawings of 
repairs or alterations must be ap-
proved, before work starts, by the cog-
nizant OCMI or, when necessary, by the 
Commanding Officer, Marine Safety 
Center (CO, MSC). Drawings will not be 
needed if deemed unnecessary by this 
OCMI or by the CO, MSC. 

(d) When the cognizant OCMI deems 
inspection necessary, the repairs or al-
terations must be inspected by a ma-
rine inspector. 

(e) Submission of drawings is not re-
quired for repairs in kind, but the ap-
plicable drawings approved under sub-
part A of part 127 of this subchapter 
must be made available to the marine 
inspector upon request. 

§ 126.160 Tests and inspections during 
repairs or alterations, or during riv-
eting, welding, burning, or other 
hot work. 

(a) NFPA 306 must be used as a guide 
in conducting the examinations and 
issuances of certificates required by 
this section. 

(b) Until an examination has deter-
mined that work can proceed safely, no 
riveting, welding, burning, or other hot 
work may commence. 

(c) Each examination must be con-
ducted as follows: 

(1) At any port or site inside the 
United States or its territories and 
possessions, a marine chemist certified 
by the NFPA must make the examina-
tion. If the services of such a chemist 
are not reasonably available, the cog-
nizant OCMI, upon the recommenda-
tion of the contractor and the owner or 
operator of the OSV, may authorize an-
other person to make the examination. 
If this indicates that a repair or alter-
ation, or hot work, can be undertaken 
safely, the person performing the ex-
amination shall issue a certificate, set-
ting forth the spaces covered and any 
necessary conditions to be met, before 
the work starts. These conditions must 
include any requirements necessary to 
maintain safe conditions in the spaces 

covered and must include any nec-
essary further examinations and cer-
tificates. In particular the conditions 
must include precautions necessary to 
eliminate or minimize hazards caused 
by protective coatings or by cargo resi-
dues. 

(2) At any port or site outside the 
United States or its territories and 
possessions, where the services of a cer-
tified marine chemist or other person 
authorized by the cognizant OCMI are 
not reasonably available, the master, 
owner, or operator of the vessel shall 
make the examination and a proper 
entry in the OSV’s logbook. 

(d) The master shall obtain a copy of 
each certificate issued by the person 
making the examination described in 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section. The 
master, through and for the persons 
under his control, shall maintain safe 
conditions aboard the OSV by full ob-
servance of each condition to be met, 
listed in the certificate issued under 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section. 

§ 126.170 Carriage of offshore workers. 

(a) Offshore workers may be carried 
aboard an OSV in compliance with this 
subchapter. The maximum number of 
offshore workers authorized for car-
riage will be endorsed on the vessel’s 
Certificate of Inspection; but in no case 
will the number of offshore workers au-
thorized for carriage exceed 36, unless 
the vessel meets the applicability and 
construction requirements of subpart F 
of part 127 of this subchapter. 

(b) No more than 12 offshore workers 
may be carried aboard an OSV certifi-
cated under this subchapter when on 
an international voyage, unless the 
vessel holds a valid passenger-ship- 
safety certificate (Form CG–968) issued 
in compliance with the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at 
Sea, 1974, as amended (SOLAS 74/83). 

[CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49324, 
Sept. 19, 1997, as amended by USCG–2012–0208, 
79 FR 48935, Aug. 18, 2014] 

§ 126.180 Carriage of passengers. 

No passengers as defined by 46 U.S.C. 
2101(21)(B) may be carried aboard an 
OSV except in an emergency. 
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